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 WOWed by

New Zealand

Wearable art, celebrity encounters, waterfront walks and
helicopter rides - Viva'’s Jessica Uniac discovers that there’s
tons to do in New Zealand’s off-season.

BY JESSICA UNIAC

WOMNDERFUL, WINDY WELLINGTON




WOWED BY WEARABLEART
The show opened with childrens “food' costumes,
followed by an illumination section, where the garments

glowed in the dark and the models were invisible. ‘Under

the microscope’ - the catepory a Canadian artist entered

took a look at the unknown microscopic universe,

Marjolien Dallinga from Quebec, v

du Solet

» designs for Cirque

, submitted her first WOW piece called 'Skin.
Every garment had a specific way of being showcaszed, from

a stomping runway walk, to a chereographed dance routine,

while Dall inga's ‘Skin’ demonstrated an underst ated, simplistic

beauty, enhanced by the costume Aoating and slowly spinning

around the stage. Tap: 2011 Brancort
Sean Purucker, L

Estate WOW™® Awards Show; "Pretzella’,
ed States; Winner Childran's Section

Right: 2011 Brancott Estate WOW® Awards Show; "Skin’,

Marjolein Dallinga, Canada; Runner Up Booker Spalding
- B First Time Entrant &ward & Commended Gen-i Craative
Excellance Section. Photos by World of Wearabletr:

td

OH, CANADA!

Dallinga’s main goal was to just be selected. She

MNELSOMNS SUNNY DISPOSITION

WOW founder Suzie' Moncrieff

invested a lot of time and energy into her design

&

and she wanted to see if 'Skin’ v

as interesting
says she continues to be amazed enough to be placed on stage. “The total time

by how the show, which originated it took me was three to four weeks to make it.

in Melson, just west of Wellington, All those points are handmade and hand-dyed.

progresses every vear. [tis amazin It'z all felted with New Zealand wool” On her
PTOE ¥ 43

to think [ held my first show back inspiration for the piece, she says, “[ tried to

BT in a tent in MNel

soti during paint a portrait of what's between people...

a torrential rainstorm.” Having the not about me or you, it's about what happens

!:u:_-: WeSn 1S5,

enci

pleasure of expe 7 the small e multipurpose piece is more

city for myself, the trip ended than just a coat. "You can hang it on a wall or lay

it on your bed. It's designed to be versatile.” Due

a sunny day with a breathtaking

helicopter through  the to a prior commitment, Dallinga was unal

attend the show in person, yet her piece ‘Skin’
won third prize in the Gen-i Creative Excellence
Section: Under The Microscope and second

place in the Booker Spalding First Time Entrant

SURPRISES BY THE SECOND

If of WOW featured ballerinas from the Ro

Award. °I am planning to apply again, [ want
land

The zeco

it with more costumes, s0 it's a relational

to d

Ballet, as well as opera duets. "Man unleashed’ was a huge crowd pleaser Lz w 113 1 £ 10
: SRR St AU A0S s a huge crowd pleaser, thing," Dallinga says. Hopefully she will have

with the r

2 oroomes rockin’ vd thrustine arvnes the =taoe ' ¥
1 grooms rockin’ and thrusting across the stage. another chance to go next year and compete for

The grooms outshone the brides, who were dancing in th

‘803 poufy \ | | £ B0 BT
BEEOLLY a prize pool of close to $150,000.

v ended
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with ‘Kiwi [cons, featuri

eritage-inspired New Zealand gar

THREE TRIP TIPS FOR NZ:

grand finale starred singer John Rowles; the crowd roared -

clue who he was

Cast. At

Just attend

proud. Simg
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